Module 3 Lesson 7
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Window Performance Comparison Matrix
Use this matrix to compare window options across performance, cost, and lead time. Windows can represent 15-25% of your home's construction budget and are the single largest variable in envelope performance — getting this decision right has outsized impact.
Project Title: ___________________________________________________________
Date: ___________________________________________________________________
Window Specifications by Orientation
Optimal window performance varies by orientation. South-facing windows benefit from higher SHGC to capture passive solar heat, while west-facing windows typically need lower SHGC to manage afternoon overheating.
	Specification
	North
	South
	East
	West

	Target U-Value
	
	
	
	

	Target SHGC
	
	
	
	

	Target VLT
	
	
	
	

	Max Air Leakage
	
	
	
	

	Glazing Type (Double/Triple)
	
	
	
	

	Special Coatings (Low-E position)
	
	
	
	



Product Comparison
	Criteria
	Option A
	Option B
	Option C

	Manufacturer
	
	
	

	Product Line
	
	
	

	Frame Material
	
	
	

	U-Value
	
	
	

	SHGC
	
	
	

	VLT
	
	
	

	Air Leakage Rating
	
	
	

	Glazing (Double/Triple)
	
	
	

	Frame Color Options
	
	
	

	Cost per SF (installed)
	
	
	

	Lead Time (weeks)
	
	
	

	Warranty (years)
	
	
	

	Custom Sizes Available?
	
	
	

	Local Dealer/Rep?
	
	
	

	Score (1-5)
	
	
	



Budget Impact Analysis
Total window area (estimated SF): ___________
Option A total cost:  ___ SF x $___/SF = $___________
Option B total cost:  ___ SF x $___/SF = $___________
Option C total cost:  ___ SF x $___/SF = $___________
Total construction budget: $___________
Window cost as % of budget: ___%
Custom vs. Standard Size Analysis
	Window Location
	Plan Size
	Nearest Standard Size
	Cost Difference
	Aesthetic Impact
	Decision (Custom/Standard)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Custom sizes typically add 30-50% cost premium and 4-8 weeks to lead time. Evaluate whether the design benefit justifies the premium for each opening.
Selection Summary
Selected manufacturer/product: _____________________________________________________________
Frame material: _____________________________________________________________
Key performance specs: _____________________________________________________________
Total estimated window budget: $___________
Order lead time: ___________ weeks
Order must be placed by (date): ___________
Next Steps
Contact manufacturers to request detailed specs and pricing for your window order.
Evaluate custom vs. standard sizes and finalize your window selections with your architect.
Place your window order well in advance of construction to account for lead times.
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